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Preface

in a brief, biblical, and cogent way. To be sure, very large 

volumes could be used to address even a single chapter in 

vide the reader with a gamut of broad and general thoughts, 

which can help the reader in his/her pursuit of a better 

understanding of the deep things of God.

vide some additional soil for the seed of edifying biblical 

thought, then they will have accomplished the intended 

purpose of the author. I pray that the Lord will sanctify 

and utilize these thoughts for the good of His church and 

as a productive means of contributing to the discussion on 
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Introduction

If God is all sovereign and if God is good, why is this world 

God is before all things, at what point does evil erupt on 

entity that has always existed alongside of God yet outside 
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If we are honest, most of us have probably wrestled with 

singular Creator who is holy, righteous, and good is very 

tions. While you must ultimately “trust in the Lord with 

all of your heart and lean not on your own understanding” 

Can the given statement that “God must be good” survive 

provide some general principles that can help us properly 
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view any and all of God’s providences through a comfort

sobering and healthy understanding of the ills and hard

and the good of His church, both of which run parallel in 

accordance with His marvelous divine plan.
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I

God Is All Sovereign

In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being 

predestined according to the purpose of Him who 

works all things according to the counsel of His will.

—Ephesians 1:11

Introduction

God is all-sovereign

all things out in accordance with His own unchangeable 

feits His sovereign control, in any sense whatsoever, to his 

creatures. In fact, were He to do so, He would ultimately 

cease to be God. Yes, even the horrible and gross atrocities 

that are committed in this world will ultimately be used by 

God to accomplish all of His sovereign purposes, which are 



MARC J GRIMALDI

–   14    –

Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen” (Rom. 

The Sovereignty of God, to the reader, as one such 

subject. And so, in many ways, I will presume what can be 

found in a wealth of volumes that deal with the sovereignty 

of God in far greater detail.

Joseph and Jesus

Two great examples that reveal the reality of God’s sover

eignty in a profound way are found in the lives of Joseph 

and Jesus.

Joseph was a godly young man, who was loved greatly 

“Now Israel [Jacob] loved Joseph more than all his children, 

because he was the son of his old age. Also he made him 

a tunic of many colors.” Joseph’s ten older brothers didn’t 
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the envy that sprouted in their hearts. In verses 8b and 11a 

of the same chapter, we are told, “So they hated him even 

more for his dreams and for his words…And his broth

ers envied him.” Joseph’s brothers’ hatred for him grew so 

strong that they had planned on murdering him. However, 

at the advice of Judah, they ultimately sold Joseph to a 

company of Ishmaelites, who, in turn, brought him down 

to Egypt where he became a slave. From there, Joseph 

spent several years in slavery, leading to an unjust impris

before being divinely elevated to rule over all Egypt, second 

only to Pharaoh. In that position of great authority, Joseph 

became the deliverer of his people, Israel (the very tribes 

years of great famine.

When Joseph’s brothers had to face him again, they were 

revealed himself to them, he extended a profound hand 

of grace to them. And following the death of their father, 

But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God 
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meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is 

this day, to save many people alive. Now therefore, 

do not be afraid; I will provide for you and your lit

same event. Being motivated by envy and hatred, his broth

ers to ultimately bring about salvation for Israel. God’s 

intentions and actions of Joseph’s brothers and used them 

for great good! Consider this reality further illustrated in 

At the time of Pentecost, when Peter preached that 

powerfully convicting sermon to the Jews in Acts 2, we 

Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a 

Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and 

signs which God did through Him in your midst, as 

you yourselves also know—Him, being delivered by the 

determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have 

taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death; 
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whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, 

because it was not possible that He should be held by it.

consideration of how Joseph was treated by his brothers. 

planned it, determining before time to secure a vicarious 

Understanding that which is clearly revealed about 

“Was it God’s will for Joseph’s brothers to sell their brother 

into slavery, and was it God’s will for the Israelites to turn 

God’s Moral and Decretive Wills

In a very real sense, we can say from a moral standpoint, 
that God never 
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God has no delight whatsoever in evil. He hates every

in, or enjoying evil in any sense. God is pure light and in 

no inclination within God, ever, to delight in evil in any 

moral standpoint 

is absolutely opposed to any violation of those commands 

and, as a just and righteous God, He must punish those 

who violate His commands accordingly.

standpoint, it was not the will of God that Joseph’s broth

ers should have sold Joseph into slavery, and it was not the 

will of God that the Israelites should have delivered Jesus 

brothers nor the Israelites were to be commended for aid

ing God in some sense simply because God’s decretive will 

is His eternal purpose to use every iota of everything that 

God’s “decreed” and perfect will, and, therefore, it cannot 
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an enormous ocean toward which every action is inevitably 

the side, which have somehow gone around or outside of 

And so from the standpoint of God’s eternal decrees was 

it the will of God that Joseph’s brothers should sell their 

brother into slavery, and was it the will of God that the 

And by both of these means, He has accomplished salvation 

and brought glory to His holy Name! He has preordained 

and used short term realities (even the evil acts of His crea

Conclusion

It is God’s decretive will, therefore, which undeniably 

all-sovereign and that He never relin

creatures. Moving forward then, wherever we wind up in 

our analysis of evil existing in a sovereign God’s world, our 

all-sovereign. 

If this reality is somehow lost in the computations, then we 

will compromise and mar what must be true.
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Let me close this chapter with the glorious, divinely 

inspired profession of King Nebuchadnezzar, who learned 

And at the end of the time I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted 

my eyes to heaven, and my understanding returned to 

me; and I blessed the Most High and praised and hon-

ored Him who lives forever: For His dominion is an 

everlasting dominion, and His kingdom is from gen-

eration to generation. All the inhabitants of the earth 

are reputed as nothing; He does according to His will 

in the army of heaven and among the inhabitants of 

the earth. No one can restrain His hand or say to Him, 

‘What have You done?’ (Dan. 4:34–35)

Reader, ponder these words and let them lead you to 

bow your head in joyful, reverent praise to your God!
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II

God Is Good

Oh, give thanks to the , for He is 

good! For His mercy endures forever.

—Psalm 136:1

Introduction

Before we address the matter of the existence of evil, it is 

important that we establish a second “given” in our math

so, God is good! All the time!

God Is the Very Essence of Goodness

young man, who is zealous to understand what must be 

done to inherit eternal life. While we will not get into 




