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C H A P T E R  O N E

Knowing God

Do you have a real relationship with Almighty God?

He is not far from each one of us. 
(Acts 17:27)

I s  i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  really know the almighty 
Creator? How do we who are sinners come to know God? How 
do we who believe in Him draw closer to God? Can we know 
Him intimately? These are questions that trouble many people 
today. They are questions that need to be considered by every 
living human being, because our destination in eternity hinges 
on the answers.

Many ordinary men and women think a relationship with 
a holy God is beyond the attainment powers of most people. 
While He may seem remote, distant, and unreachable, He is as 
near as our next breath of life (Acts 17:27). God is the sovereign 
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ruler of the universe and the creator of all existing things, in-
cluding mankind. He desires to have a working relationship 
with each living human being—a continuous, lasting fellow-
ship based on His tremendous, devoted love for all mankind.

To be in an intimate relationship, people must truly know 
each other. It can’t be a casual friendship or association—a 
once-a-month thing—with no depth or commitment. A real, 
lasting relationship must have time, trust, respect, communica-
tion, love, and wholehearted devotion. There must be common 
interests, mutual aims, and similar desires for the relationship 
to be successful. To experience a lasting relationship, one needs 
to lay aside all self-centeredness and strive for the best that will 
benefit all.

These same fundamental truths apply to knowing God. 
The Holy Scriptures proclaim that “The Lord is near” (Phi-

lippians 4:5). The psalmist had learned that truth for he de-
clared, “As for me, the nearness of God is my good” (Psalm 
73:28). He knew what he reaped from that relationship. Even 
though we may not see our Creator visibly or feel His presence 
each moment of the day, God is truly near every second of our 
lives. We all need the nearness of God during our journeys 
through this earthly life. Without His being a part, there re-
mains an emptiness deep inside that nothing else can fill—a 
void placed there by God Himself. The very presence of God 
will sustain us, no matter how hard the course. Acknowledg-
ing God and endeavoring to stay close to Him is for our good. 
Learning His constant concern for individuals is a mammoth 
discovery. Learning of His desire to be part of our lives is an 
awesome truth. Knowing these two important facts can lead to 
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a personal relationship with God. If we fail to remain close to 
our Maker, we miss many wonderful opportunities to see the 
real truth and beauty in life.

One such divine realization helped me to determine my 
course in life. Just before I entered Bible college, I became 
aware of one of my spiritual gifts. I often walked into a crowd-
ed room and immediately discerned someone in need as God 
directed my attention to a particular person whom I had never 
met before. Within minutes, I knew that individual needed a 
listening ear or a word of encouragement. I call these need en-
counters, when God directs me to those who are truly hurting. 
Such need encounters often go undetected.

My becoming a counselor hinged on my realization that 
people were suffering and that God had given me the gift of 
discernment. This sense of perception came from God and He 
intended for me to use it to help hurting individuals. God con-
tinues today to direct me to see the unvoiced hurt in a person’s 
eyes and to notice the unspoken pain in someone with a bro-
ken heart. Such insight gives me personal purpose and directs 
many of my life choices as my ministry continues to unfold.

From God’s viewpoint, human life holds great potential. 
Each life is enhanced when faith in God becomes a real part of 
each individual’s journey. Being near to God can change your 
whole life. Sadly, in our society, many young people seem to 
have no roots that endure. Many have no desire to live or no 
purpose in their lives. On one hand, some in our nation are 
senselessly and randomly killed by their peers, while others 
throw their lives away on drugs and alcohol. Life seems to have 
little meaning and significance for them. 
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Some young people who are seeking a better life run away 
from home only to end up living on the streets of our big cities 
in worse conditions. One of the worst things that is happening 
in American society today is the marketing of our children—
the selling into slavery of our young people, both girls and 
boys. Like a dream that is fleeting, their lives are transitory—
merely here one day, then quickly gone, having accomplished 
little. They are not at all prepared for eternal life.

While many deem an individual’s life to have little value in 
our society, I’m here to tell you there is more to life. The waste 
of our youth, or any life, is senseless, because God has given us 
life that we might have a permanent relationship with Him for 
all eternity. Society has failed to teach our youth here on earth 
about eternal life in heaven after our physical death. Life on 
earth isn’t all there is! Life goes on beyond our physical death 
here, and we must choose where we will spend eternity. While 
God is near, we must establish a real relationship with the Lord 
God Almighty.

Points to Ponder

• Knowing God is essential to our eternal destination.
• God desires an intimate relationship with each of us.
• God is near and will sustain those who believe.
• His nearness is for our good, bringing real beauty into 

our lives.
• Our lives are enhanced when God becomes a part.
• Life on earth isn’t all there is!


