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Author’s Note

Thank you for your kind attention as you read this 
book. I have heard it said that the dreams and aspira-
tions of God in our hearts do not have an expiration 

date. I could not agree more. This work has been on my heart 
since 1996. At that time, I traveled from my country (Ghana, 
West Africa) to Italy, where I had gone in search of greener 
pastures. I had the privilege to serve there in a Ministry where I 
was ordained among the deacons. In Him We Live is a product 
of the first message I had the opportunity to preach in front of 
that congregation. It was left untouched for over two decades 
until just last year, when the congregation over which I cur-
rently preside encouraged and requested that I put my heart on 
paper. They suggested that I launch it to coincide with my 50th 
birthday. This would be quite a feat, but this book is the culmi-
nation of that desire. We are a family-oriented Church, and my 
congregation loves God with great passion. We worship Him 
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with the totality of our being. Ours is a place where friends 
become families and families become friends.  As you read this 
book, I hope you will come to know your privileges in living in 
God to the fullest. More importantly, to know for certain that 
your existence has a place in the master plan of God, for it is 
my sincere prayer that you someday make Heaven your home.
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Introduction

The age in which we live today is referred to by some 
as, “The age of the Knowledge Revolution.” We might 
also describe it as the age of, “information overload.” 

There has never been a time in history where there is as much 
information out there as there is now, easily available and ac-
cessible even to small children.

This “information overload” has led society to self-obses-
sion. We are a self-conscious generation, seeking tirelessly to 
find purpose and meaning to life. This obsession to find our-
selves has hatched a variety of movements and organizations 
that are popping up everywhere like mushrooms.

Today, we hear of Yoga, the New Age Movement, Creative 
Consciousness, and the Awareness Workshop – just to mention 
a few. These and many more have led to several counterfeit 
value systems.  We see people worshipping fame, devoted to 
materialism, and celebrating celebrity and success.
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All the rapidly advancing technology created to make life 
easy for man and to lead humanity to a new promised land – 
has cast an overall deep sense of isolation from our families and 
rich cultural values. This leaves us in a great vacuum of spiritual 
emptiness. We have drifted not only away from each other, but 
even more so from the one who created us.

In the midst of all this, wherever you look, you will see 
even the Church is affected in several ways, such as:

• We who have sworn allegiance to Christ are to be the 
light of the world. If someone is trapped in outer dark-
ness, it will take one who has light to illuminate the 
path, to lead others from the darkness, and guide them 
into the marvelous light of Christ. We are called to be 
the light. Instead, we practice the deeds of darkness.

• We who have not counted our lives dear to us, but have 
laid them down for the good cause of Christ, are to 
be the salt of this world. If life is so dried and has be-
come tasteless, then it will take someone who has the 
flavor of life to bring taste. However, as the Corinthian 
Church, we are instead flavored by the hostile culture 
around us.

Unfortunately, what we see now is the blind leading the 
blind. The Church is in almost as dire a situation as the society 
in which she finds herself. We have bought into the same cor-
rupt and filthy value system of the world: Fame, power, pros-
perity, fashion, entertainment, materialism, sexual immorality, 
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pride, selfishness, hatred, compromise, antagonism, racism, 
and virtually every other sin imaginable.

The obsession with these corrupt values has not only 
crawled into the Church, but has also found its way to the 
pulpit. The Church’s message has been diverted and corrupted.

Today, most preachers concentrate more on the idea of 
prosperity and blessing than the Gospel message of salvation. 
In most Churches, holiness is compromised. Sin is condoned 
right before the Altar of God; from the highest hierarchy to the 
last congregation member.

We are apt to emulate certain types of preachers from the 
best-known Churches. Those who have the largest congrega-
tions, the fanciest sanctuaries, and the grandest edifices. With-
out thinking it through, we want to wear what they wear, 
preach what they preach, and follow the mode of their lifestyle. 
But, should you go behind the scenes and uncover the secret 
of their success, chances are that among the majority; you will 
discover that their messages are based on the “what-is-in-it-for- 
me Gospel.” This is a “watered-down” message that gives the 
people pretty much what they want, and not what is necessary 
for their salvation.

If we are sincere and honest with ourselves, we will agree 
that both the world and the Church are groping for answers to 
the meaning and purpose of life!

HOW IT ALL BEGAN

In early 1986, as a fresh, young believer in Christ, I sin-
cerely devoted my life to the passionate reading of the word of 
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God. During that time, access to the internet was not easy to 
come by, especially to those of us who were living in developing 
countries as I was. Also, I was not financially stable enough to 
purchase even a good study Bible of my own. However, along 
the way, I was blessed with a brand new NIV Study Bible by 
a Pastor who was overseeing a small Bible study group in our 
area. That was my first Bible. I cherished it so much that it 
became my friend and companion throughout the years. I read 
it every day and used it so much that almost all the pages have 
been dog-eared and are full of colorful marks.

At one point, I began the habit of memorizing common 
Bible verses. One interesting example that captured my atten-
tion is found in the Book of Acts of the Apostles 17:28. This is 
where the Apostle Paul stated: “In Him We Live, and Move, 
and Have Our Being” (emphasis added). I did not have in-
depth understanding of that passage at that time. Even so, I 
remember never witnessing to anyone without quoting Acts 
17:28. I rarely had a discussion with my fellow Christians with-
out referring to this verse. It became a prized possession in my 
soul.

Now, fast forward, ten years. I travelled to Italy and was 
blessed to find a dynamic Bible-believing Church there. The 
Pastor of that Church sensed my zeal and passion for the word 
of God and drew me closer to himself as his “armor bearer”. It 
was a great privilege for me to join him to dig deep into the 
things of God. At last I had someone to look up to as a mentor, 
and could go to at any given time with any question relating to 
finding my purpose in the service of God.
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Not long after I met that pastor, it was recommended that 
I join the deaconates for ordination. All necessary procedures 
and arrangements were followed. A sense of direction and a de-
cision to serve the Lord faithfully internationally resulted right 
after the ordination. The joy of partnering with what the Lord 
was doing and finding my purpose in life became the driving 
passion behind every service I presided over. I had the privi-
lege of starting out as the Church secretary. Then, I was put in 
charge of the prayer team. Finally, I became a Sunday School 
teacher in that local assembly.

One fateful weekend, the Pastor invited me to his house 
after service. After we spent some time discussing how power-
ful the service was, he paused briefly. After a moment, he called 
my name and said, “I will be travelling out of town the next 
weekend, and I’m led by the Spirit of God to ask you to give 
the sermon during my absence.” I heard him clearly, but did 
not believe he was referring to me. After noticing a mixture of 
surprise and fear on my face he repeated himself. He patted my 
shoulders and assured me that the Lord would lead me and be 
with me. He assured me that I had the full support of the First 
Lady (as we refer to the Pastor’s wife in our Church) and the 
rest of the leaders. Without me having to ask for it, he held my 
hands and prayed fervently for me, asking for the Grace of God 
and His power to inspire me with excellence and to lead me in 
whatever the Spirit of the Lord lay upon my heart to share with 
His people.

I left the Pastor’s house still astonished and afraid. That 
very night as I sat at my desk, I worried and was tense about 
to what to do next. I went to the Lord in prayer to ask Him to 
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reveal to me whatever message He would have me share with 
His people. I spent quite some time before the Lord in prayer, 
but nothing happened at first. Then, I could hear Him say in 
my spirit: In Him We Live, In Him We Move, and In Him 
We Have Our Being. This text kept ringing in my heart. But, 
since it has been one of my favorite verses which I quoted al-
most every day, I considered it as coming from my flesh. There-
fore, I ignored it and kept waiting on the Lord to direct me to 
the right place in His word.

For about two days, I went back-and-forth in prayer before 
the Lord. Every time, the same verse of Scripture continued 
to ring in my spirit: In Him We Live, In Him We Move, and 
In Him We Have Our Being. The night of the second day, I 
began to sense the need to return to that verse (Acts 17:28), 
and read it again. Reading from the NIV study Bible, I read the 
verse over and over again. A fresh insight began to fill my spirit. 
At that point, I decided for the first time to read that particular 
text in its context.

Right after that, there was a strong sense of peace upon 
me. The atmosphere around me was calm and filled with joy. 
The fear, the worries, and the uncertainties began to disappear. 
Right then and there, I knew that God confirmed that text in 
my heart by the Spirit of God. With this, my heart filled with 
overflowing joy. I began singing songs of thanksgiving and ado-
ration to my Lord.

Now, with that excitement, I pulled out my notepad and 
pen and wrote down the entire verse. There arose another con-
cern. I knew Acts 17:28 off the top of my head, but did not 
know the in-depth and practical meaning of the verse. It was at 
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this point that I humbly asked the Lord to reveal to me the true 
meaning of the verse and its practical application. As I began to 
look for other references to support the verse, the Spirit of the 
Lord began to reveal to me:

• What it means to Live in Him,
• What it means to Move in Him, and
• What it means to Have our being in Him.

That night I spent significant time before the Lord, writing 
all the insight He poured into me. I wrote pages and pages. Ev-
ery day after that, as I pondered over that verse, fresh and deep 
meaning flooded my mind. The excitement in my heart at that 
time is something that I lack words to explain. I developed a 
strong confidence, not in myself, but in what the Spirit of God 
was laying upon my heart.

After summarizing all the many pages I had written, I 
titled my message, “In Him We Live. Gradually, as Sunday 
approached, I knew very well that this was a great privilege ex-
tended to me from the Lord through my Pastor, I did not want 
to disappoint him. Even more than that, I did not want to 
disappoint God, who had given me that privilege and insight 
into this verse. By the special grace of God, I prepared the best 
way I knew how, waiting anxiously for Sunday.

The night before that fateful Sunday, I received a call from 
my Pastor. When he heard my voice at the other end of the 
line, he exclaimed, “Praise the Lord!” He sensed the calmness 
and joy in my voice and said, “I have been praying for you.  
I am confident of what the Lord will minister through you 
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tomorrow.” He encouraged me, prayed for me, and wished me 
God’s blessings.

The service started on time, as usual, and on a good note. 
The worship team ministered powerfully, leading the entire 
congregation into the presence of God. When the time had 
come, the First Lady walked onto the stage, paused for a mo-
ment. After gaining the attention of the congregation, she 
cleared her throat and announced the absence of our Pastor. 
She proceeded to say, “in our Pastor’s absence, he has commit-
ted the ministering of today’s sermon into the hands of one of 
us.” The hall became quiet and without further ado, she called 
my name and invited me to the stage. She gave me a warm 
welcome hug and presented me to the congregation. The hug, 
coupled with the applause in the room, relieved a great deal of 
pressure from my shoulders. I must say this to the praise and 
honor of My Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ; He indeed minis-
tered His word according to the message He had laid upon my 
heart with power and strong conviction. The excitement and 
the attention they gave me during the time of preaching, and 
the relief I noticed on their faces, was confirmation to me of 
the hand of God. Unto Him, and Him alone, be all the praise, 
honor and adoration!

After the service that Sunday, I had many members of the 
congregation tell me how blessed they were by the inspiration 
and the practical application of that passage. From that day, 
I began to observe how many Christians are living their lives 
independent of God. This results in frustration and despair, as 
well as merely observing rules and living lives void of purpose.
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While observing others, I also began to notice my own des-
peration in fulfilling the God-given purpose in my life. Even 
though I had received Christ as my personal Savior, I was not 
living the life of God to the fullest because I lacked the practical 
application of living In Him.

This concerned me because I know that as people who have 
been called from darkness into the marvelous light of Christ, 
if we are going to win souls for our Lord; we must endeavor to 
portray before this dying world that the Christian life is more 
than a private belief. It is more than just enjoying personal sal-
vation through the finished work of Christ on the Cross of 
Calvary. We must see it as our duty to demonstrate at all times 
that, living in God is a comprehensive way of life that answers 
all humanities thought-provoking questions from old: Who 
am I? Where did I come from? Why am I here? Where am I 
going? And, does life really have any meaning and purpose?

It was this great desire of my heart to live in God to the 
fullest and to find and fulfill my purpose in life. I had the burn-
ing desire to inspire others to a deeper awareness of living in 
God and fulfilling our purpose on earth.  This also motivated 
me to put this insight into writing.  God so desires that we 
learn to live in Him, move in Him, and have our being in Him.

My prayer is that the content of this message will help ev-
ery reader understand this vital subject. More importantly, I 
long for readers to know for certain whether their existence has 
a place in the master plan of God, and for them to someday 
make Heaven their home.
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The God who made the world and everything in it is the 
Lord of Heaven and Earth and does not live in temples built 
by hands. And He is not served by human hands, as if He 
needed anything, because He Himself gives all men life and 
breath and everything else. From one man, he made every 
nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and 
he determined the times set for them and the exact places 
where they should live, God did this so that men would seek 
Him, though He is not far from each one of us. For “In him 
we live and move and have our being.” As some of your own 
poets have said – “We are his offspring.” (Acts 17:24-28)

We live in an advanced, complex, and sophisticated 
world today. We are a scientific generation that 
seems to struggle with the notion that there is a 

God who created the heavens and earth and all that is in it. It 
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seems this has become a theory of old. Today, believing in the 
existence of God has become a myth that is considered to be-
long to those who don’t think straight or hard enough.

Many outside the Church assume that smart people some-
where have already disproved the existence of God. More spe-
cifically, there are some purely scientific ways of understanding 
the world, life and its purpose. Leaning absolutely on the rev-
elation of the existence of God found in His word is frowned 
upon. They believe that miracles had no part in it and that the 
traditional account of Christianity is just too extraordinary to 
be true.

Furthermore, those outside the Church have drifted into 
thinking that God is an option only for the insane, whereas 
a fully naturalistic and fully scientifically explainable universe 
is the sober, sensible, rational option. Without ever really rea-
soning it through, they have accepted the cultural myth that 
we used to need God to miraculously explain thunder and 
lightning, rainbows and shooting stars, but now that we have 
scientific explanations for these things, we can stop believing 
in God. We have lost sight of the fact that, the reasons for 
believing in God extend far beyond just scientific reasons and 
include historical, philosophical, moral, aesthetic, experiential, 
and relational reasons.

The fact that science can explain a great deal should not 
automatically imply that it can explain everything. And just 
because the advancement of science has taught us new things 
about how the universe works, it does not tell us whether there 
is a Who behind the how.
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This illustration perhaps will help drive the point home. A 
computer expert with the design instructions can sit you down 
and give you a full scientific explanation of how Microsoft Of-
fice works. But that would not indicate whether Bill Gates does 
or does not exist. It would not show if there is a Who behind 
the how. However, we have all seen the genius behind the cre-
ation of the computer and we have also seen that Bill Gates not 
only exists, but that he is truly intelligent!

The how question (a question of mechanism) does not an-
swer the who question (a question of agency), and it also does 
not answer the why question (a question of purpose. Why is it 
that we are here in the first place? Who will see us through the 
anxieties and pains of life itself? Why was Microsoft Office cre-
ated? We can only find the answer to that question if Bill Gates 
chooses to share it with us. In other word, if the creator of the 
system chooses to reveal it. (“Science has disproved God”. An 
excerpt from: Vince Vitale; newly released - Jesus Among Secular 
Gods, co-authored with Ravi Zacharias (RZIM)).

In Hebrew 3:4, the Bible says, “For every house is built 
by someone, but He who built all things is God” (emphasis 
added). This implies that in a sense, every created thing gives 
evidence of God’s existence and of His character. We are the 
offspring of God, not just simply a complex interplay of elec-
trical impulses, chemical processes, subatomic DNA, and en-
vironment, as some theories have it. We are beings made in 
God’s image, living in conscious dependence on Him. As He 
is the one and only One who built all things, He is therefore 
the Lord of heaven and earth. That   is, He   is   the   rightful 
proprietor, and possessor of all the beings, power, and riches of 
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the upper and lower worlds; material and immaterial, visible 
and invisible. 

Therefore, He is the self-existent God and yet He is de-
picted in all that His hands has built, both visible and invisible. 
In Romans 1:20, the Apostle Paul, stated this even more clearly 
when he said, “That which may be known of God is manifest 
in them, for God has showed it unto them. For the invisible 
things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal 
power and Godhead.”

Paul’s affirmation that God made the world and all things 
in it finds its support in Scripture. The Bible opens with the 
simple declaration, “In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth” (Genesis. 1:1). In Psalm 146:5-6, the psalmist 
writes, “How blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 
whose hope is in the Lord his God; Who made heaven and 
earth, the sea and all that is in them.” Isaiah also asked rhetori-
cally, “Do you not know? Have you not heard? The everlast-
ing God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth does 
not become weary or tired. His understanding is inscrutable” 
(Isaiah. 40:28). In Isaiah 45:18, Isaiah describes God as, “The 
God who formed the earth and made it.” Jeremiah 10:12 says 
of God, “It is He who made the earth by His power, who estab-
lished the world by His wisdom; and by His understanding He 
has stretched out the heavens.” Taking comfort in God’s power, 
Jeremiah exclaims, “Ah Lord God! Behold, Thou hast made 
the heavens and the earth by thy great power and by thine 
outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for Thee” (Jeremiah. 
32:17). Finally, Zechariah 12:1 refers to God as, He “Who 
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stretches out the heavens, lays the foundation of the earth, and 
forms the spirit of man within him.” 

In addition to all of the above, the New Testament teaches 
that God is the Creator. Ephesians 3:9 declares that God, “Cre-
ated all things”. Colossians 1:16 says of Jesus Christ, “By Him 
all things were created, both in the heavens and

on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or domin-
ions or rulers or authorities – all things have been created by 
Him and for Him.” The great hymn of praise to God in Rev-
elation 4:11 reads, “Worthy art Thou, our Lord and our God, 
to receive glory and honor and power; for Thou didst create all 
things, and because of Thy will they existed, and were created.” 
(The MacArthur New Testament Commentary – ACTS).

Although, there are enormous amounts of Scriptural sup-
port to the fact that God is the Creator of all things; sinful 
men reject this because they find it uncomfortable to accept 
the thought that they are accountable to the One who created 
them, and hence owns them.

Since it is God who created man and gave him (man) His 
life, there is no way man can live independently of God. The 
practical significance of this essential truth cannot be over-
looked. In Genesis 2:16-17, “The Lord God commanded the 
man, You are free to eat from any of the tree in the garden, but 
you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die” (emphasis add-
ed). Adam disobeyed God and he ate of that tree. Did he die 
physically? Not initially, but the physical process of dying had 
begun.  However, he instantly died spiritually.  This was dra-
matically demonstrated by his separation from God. It stands 
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to reason that his relationship with God became fractured and 
for that matter his, living in God ceased.

Since that time, everyone born into this world is physically 
alive but spiritually dead, alienated from God. Before coming 
to Christ, we had neither the presence of God in our lives nor 
the knowledge of His ways (In other words, we were not living 
in Him) so we learned to live independent of Him.

Christ came to restore man to his original position, to break 
the barrier that had separated man from God. He gave back to 
man the very life of God which man lost in the garden. For He 
(Christ) said in John 10:10, “I have come that they might have 
life, and have it to the full.” To have the life of God to the full 
is nothing more than to live in Him to the fullest. This is it, 
nothing more, nothing less, and nothing else.

When this transformation has taken place, we are revolu-
tionized and changed spiritually. This is so because the indi-
vidual, who has been spiritually dead, has now become spiritu-
ally alive and regenerated by the new birth. This can be seen 
especially in Ephesians 2:1-3

“As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 
in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this 
world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit 
who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us 
also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings 
of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. 
Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.”

The new birth, however, produces spiritual life within 
the new believer, and this change makes the difference. Thus, 
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In Him We Live

Christ becomes the reason 
of the new believer’s living. 
For when genuine conver-
sion (by receiving Christ) 
has occurred, the evidence 
is that we abandon all reli-
ance on our own efforts to 
obtain and maintain our 
spiritual life (living); be 

they, deeds of piety, ethical goodness, or anything else.
It is rather unfortunate that many people today know the 

terminology of the Christian Faith, but use it incorrectly. Some 
people go about professing to be sons and daughters of God. 
They carry about their lofty titles and yet their lives are a mess. 
Even so, they still want to say with the Apostle Paul: In Him 
we live and move and have our being. Many Christians today 
can easily and glibly quote this statement of Apostle Paul, like 
I used to do.

For some years now, I have quoted these words of Paul 
without understanding the mystery of they represented to the 
Athenians, and not them only, but all those God has called in 
all generations. It was after God, by His grace and through His 
Spirit, opened my Spiritual perspective to this mystery that I 
began to claim these words of Paul with truer meaning. I have 
learned to apply it practically to my walk with the Lord. In this 
chapter, I would like us to consider, how to live in him. To have 
the life of God to the fullest is to live in Him fully.

Just as there are systems of morality that govern every soci-
ety, group, team, or family, so there are in the Body of Christ. 

“To have the life of 
God to the full is 

nothing more than 
to live in Him to 

the fullest”


