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Did the apostle Paul teach tithing to the church?
In 1983 the Spirit of the Lord made Minister Kithcart 

aware that tithing was not for the New Testament church. 
He did not pursue the matter until 1998, when the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Head of the church, made him aware that 
it was time to get ready about his business. Minister Kith-
cart’s initial thought was to contact ten national and world 
known ministries and get their answer to this one question: 
Did the apostle Paul teach tithing to the church?

Not long after Minister Kithcart got started on this let-
ter to these ministers, he received from the Holy Spirit an 
awareness to get started on a book on the same question. 
These are the ministers he wrote: Creflo Dollar, Jessie Du-
plant is, Dr. Charles Stanley, David Wilkerson, T.D. Jakes, 
Dr. Frederick K.C. Price, Marv Rosenthal, John Hagee, 
Kenneth Copeland, and Rod Parsley.

Sad to say, the only one who personally responded was, 
Dr. Frederick K.C. Price, but not to the question. Instead, 
he deviated from it, attempting to justify this tithe system 
from his understanding of the law and the New Testament 
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corporately, which is a “no-no.” Three others had a staff 
member respond poorly. The others, well, the Lord knows 
whether they were too busy, did not know how to respond, 
or did not care to.

If you think that is interesting ponder on this: Why does 
Minister Jonathan Kithcart’s newly-released book, Did the 
Apostle Paul Teach Tithing to the Church? have ninety-nine 
percent of the ministries, pastors, doctors, and teachers who 
have viewed his manuscript in a virtual code of silence?

The scriptural truth is that Christians are to support the 
Gospel. Those who teach it are to live by it. Christians are 
to give to the work of our Lord Jesus, the Christ, but not 
by the manipulation and deception of the New Testament 
tithing system. See for yourself.

This book can be purchased at Redemption Press  
at www.redemption-press.com.You may also respond  
to jonathankithcart@aol.com.
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Introduction

The True Understanding of Malachi 3:10

What did the Lord mean when He commanded the priests 
to “bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse”?
These are the truths that our Lord and the Spirit of Truth 

revealed to me through my mentor and colleague Dr. Russell 
Kelly. The most quoted text in the Bible for the new cove-
nant tithe teachers is Malachi 3:10, and it is also the most 
damaging text in the Bible for them, as it contradicts their 
claims for Christians. Although at first glance, the super-
ficial preacher, student, or lay person may think this verse 
is self-explanatory, it is actually very far from being that.

The truth is, beyond this single verse, the Lord God 
never commanded anybody to bring all the tithes into the 
storehouse in Jerusalem. In fact, just the opposite is true! 
Carefully consider the following information from the Word 
of God.

There are actually three different tithes required in  
the old covenant. Only a small part of the first tithe was 
meant to be brought into the storehouse. Therefore, 
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something is seriously wrong with the normal explanation 
of Malachi 3:10.

The first tithe, the Levites’ tithe, was not to be brought 
to the temple storehouse. God commanded Israel to bring 
all the first tithe to the Levites (not the priests) where they 
lived in their Levitical cities. Jerusalem was not a Levitical 
city. The Levites did not permanently live at the temple 
storehouse or in Jerusalem. Numbers 18:21 (kjv) says:

And, behold, I have given the children of Levi all the 
tenth in Israel for an inheritance, for their service which 
they serve, even the service of the tabernacle of the 
congregation.

Nehemiah 10:37b (kjv, author’s comment added) says:

And the tithes of our ground [bring] unto the Levites, 
that the same Levites might have the tithes in all the 
cities of our tillage.

“Cities of our tillage” refers to farming communities, 
according to the nkjv, and rural towns, according to the 
nas and rsv.

Both these texts make it undoubtedly clear that the 
Levites received the whole tithe, all the tithe, in their cit-
ies and not the priest in the temple. The Levites were not 
the priests who ministered at the altar or entered into the 
holy places. The Levites were originally only servants who 
were expected to perform all of the non-worship tasks of 
the sanctuary. Over the centuries many of the unpleasant 
tasks of the Levites were unlawfully transferred to the de-
scendants of Solomon’s servants and the Nethinim, who 
were either slaves or prisoners of war. Numbers 18:21 and 
Nehemiah 10:37clearly point out that Malachi 3:10 cannot 
possibly mean all the tithe, including that which belonged 
to the Levites.
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Neither was the second tithe, the festival tithe, brought 
into the temple storehouse. You can read all about this 
tithe in Deuteronomy 12, particularly verses 6-7, and in 
Deuteronomy 14, and mainly verse 23. This festival tithe 
was always about food, it was to be eaten or drunk by all 
in the streets as Israel celebrated during festive times of the 
year. Therefore, the second tithe was not brought into the 
storehouse.

Nor was the third tithe, the poor tithe, brought to the 
temple in Jerusalem. You can read about this tithe in Deu-
teronomy14:28-29 and 26:12-13. This tithe was paid every 
third year and God specifically commanded that it should 
be kept “within the gates” of the tithe-payer for use of the 
Levites and all the other less fortunate. Thus, the third 
tithe was not even brought to Jerusalem, much less to the 
storehouse.

The real meaning of Malachi 3:10 is revealed by the word 
“storehouse,” and what God commanded to be brought to 
the storehouse in Jerusalem. The storehouse in Jerusalem 
was only to be the storage place for items belonging to the 
priests, and not the Levite servants. If you really want to 
know exactly what Malachi 3:10 means when it says “Bring 
ye all the tithes into the storehouse,” then carefully read and 
study the following two sets of texts: Nehemiah 10:35-38 
and Numbers 18:9-32. These verses list the priest’s portion 
of Israel’s gifts and offerings that were commanded to be 
brought “into the storehouse.”

•	 First, Nehemiah (repeating Numbers 18:12-13 
commands that the “first fruits” of the harvest from 
the land were to be brought “to the house of the 
Lord yearly.”

•	 Second, Nehemiah 10:36 (repeating Numbers 18:15-
18) commands that the “firstborn” of all clean ani-
mals were to be brought to “the house of our God.”
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•	 Third, Nehemiah 10:37a commands that the “first” 
and the best of dough, fruit trees, new wine, and 
oil be brought to “the chambers of the house of our 
God.”

•	 Fourth, Nehemiah 10:37b (repeating Numbers 
18:21-24) clearly commands that the tithes were to 
be brought not to the storehouse, but to the Levitical 
cities, the farming communities, or the rural towns, 
where the Levites lived while not taking their turns 
“waiting” as singers or gatekeepers in the temple. 
“And the tithes of our ground [bring] unto the 
Levites, that the same Levites might have the tithe 
in all the cities of our tillage.” This fact, saints of 
God, reveals a fatal flaw in the usual interpretation 
of Malachi 31.

•	 Fifth, Nehemiah 10:38 (repeating Numbers 18:26) 
commands “the tenth of the tithes,” that is the “tithe 
of the tithes” to be brought “to the house of our God, 
and to the chambers of the storehouse,” or treasure 
house—not the “whole” tithe, or “all” of the tithe, 
but only the priest’s portion of the tenth of the tithe!

Now that is interesting! You never hear that percentage 
from the tithe teachers do you? That’s because the master 
manipulators are hiding something. That something, truth 
be told, would reveal who’s robbing whom. Nevertheless, 
it is clear from comparing all of these texts that the only 
part of the tithe that was commanded to be brought into 
the storehouse was the tenth of the tithe.

Nehemiah 10:35-38 says that Israel “year by year,” or 
annually, brought all of the priests’ portions, except their 
tenth of the tithe, directly to the temple storehouse. It also 
says they brought all of the tithe directly to the Levites in 
their rural towns.
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“Well,” you may ask, “if the whole tithe went to the Lev-
ites in their cities and did not go to the temple storehouse 
in Jerusalem, then what does Malachi 3:10 really mean?

Since Malachi 3:6-7 has already reminded us that God 
does not change in regard to His covenant relationship with 
Israel, then we must conclude that God was not changing 
the ordinance of tithing found in Numbers 18:21-24.The 
only logical conclusion remaining is consistent with the ev-
idence that the Lord God is still speaking only to the priests 
in Malachi 1:6, and especially 2:1: “And now, O ye priests, 
this commandment is for you.” According to Nehemiah 
10:38, the priests had assisted the Levites in collecting the 
tithes. They had followed up to “bring up the tithe of the 
tithes unto the house of our God, to the chambers, into the 
treasure house.” Therefore, the whole tithe of Malachi 3:10 
only refers to all of the priests’ share of the tenth of the tithe 
and their year’s “poor tithe.”

Christian tithe-teachers cannot and (will not) accept this 
conclusion. Accepting it would be an admission that ninety 
percent of the Levites’ portion, all of the festival tithe, and 
all of the poor tithe was to stay outside of the storehouse and 
be completely consumed by ordinary people. Even if new 
covenant tithing were correct, the meaning of Malachi 3:10 
forbids its use to command ordinary church members to 
bring all of their tithes into the so-called storehouse of the 
church. Once again my brothers and sisters, listen to what 
our Lord has said to Aaron:

Behold, I have given the children of Levi all the tithes 
in Israel.

(Num. 18:21 nkjv)

Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak thus to 
the Levites, and say to them: ‘When you take from the 
children of Israel the tithes which I have given you from 
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them [not what they gave to Him]as your inheritance, 
then you shall offer up a heave offering of it to the Lord, 
a tenth of the tithe.’

(Num. 18:25 kjv)

Do you now understand, saints, that these are not my 
words, but the words of the Lord? John MacArthur, pastor, 
author, and teacher, in the notes from his study Bible said, 
“The Levites received the tithes from the people. This was 
their source of income and compensation for their taber-
nacle service. As the Levites themselves received the tithe, 
they were also required to present a tithe (a tenth) of what 
they received to the Lord.”

Besides John MacArthur, there are a few who oppose 
this New Testament fallacy: Lewis Sperry Chafer (founded 
Dallas Theological Seminary in 1624), John Walvoord, 
F.F. Bruce, James Darby, J. Vernon McGee, Charles Ryrie, 
Dwight L. Moody, and my friend Russell E. Kelly, Ph.D. 
None of whom I knew or heard of, when the Spirit of Truth 
revealed this fallacy to me, that year, that month, that day, 
that hour that minute, that second, when I was studying 
the book of Malachi.

Before I conclude with my final words of truth, I would 
like for you all to ponder some of these jaw-dropping tes-
timonies as a result of my book, Did the Apostle Paul Teach 
Tithing to the Church” Why this title? This was not the title 
that I chose. I thought that, Why the Apostle Paul Didn’t Teach 
Tithing to the Church would have been a more appropriate 
title. Yet, the “Spirit of Truth” (John 14:17, 15:26, 16:13) 
appointed me to change it. I did not understand why at 
first, until He revealed to me that one could say, “That is 
your opinion.”

Did the Apostle Paul Teach Tithing to the Church? is a 
question that is from above, the Head of the Church Himself, 



xv

not flesh and blood. Stay with me and you will understand. 
These are the words of the apostle Paul:

But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel [good 
news] which was preached by me is not according to man. 
For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, 
but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ.

(Gal.1:11-12 nkjv)

That’s why, when I ask the so-called tithing teachers that 
one question, they are in check. If they say Paul taught it 
to the Gentiles to whom he was sent, then they would have 
to show when and where; hence their dilemma. For, if Paul 
taught this false doctrine, then they would have to acknowl-
edge or confess that the Head of the Church instructed him 
to do so, and that would be extremely foolish. Why would 
Christ become a curse for us on the cross and then curse 
us for not tithing according to the commandments of men? 
Since the Old Covenant followers were not required and/
or could not pay tithes, the Lord never accused them of 
robbing Him nor did He threaten to curse them. Was that 
for the new covenant saints only?

Also, teachers unfamiliar with scripture have many 
fooled into thinking that Abraham’s tithe was the Lord’s. Far 
from it, my friend, for that was part of the pagan customs.

Then, the deceivers throw in Genesis 28:22 about Jacob’s 
vow. If the Lord really needed or required a tenth or a tithe 
before He would have asked for it, why did the Lord not 
mention it when He reminded Jacob of where he made a 
vow unto Him (Gen.31:13)?

Think about it. The new covenant is about grace giving 
from one’s heart, by faith, not threats and a guilty conscience 
(2 Cor.9:7). Verse 6 really is clear on what you decide to 
give, which according to God will be the result of one’s re-
turn. Giving is part of the new nature that we have received. 
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In other words, it’s all about our love of the Lord to give 
and promote and spread the gospel (Luke 6:38). Give and 
it shall be legalism, not faith, which would not be Paul’s 
gospel. Paul’s gospel?

In the day when God will judge the secrets of men by 
Jesus Christ, according to my gospel.

(Rom. 2:16 nkjv)

Now to Him that is of power to stablish you according 
to my gospel.

(Rom.16:25 kjv)

Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was 
raised from the dead according to my gospel.

(2 Tim. 2:8 kjv)

For the apostle Paul was the only apostle sent to the 
Gentiles. He said, “I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify 
mine office” (Rom. 11:13 kjv). (See also Rom. 15:16,16:4; 
Gal. 2:8; Eph.3:1; 1 Tim. 2:7; 2 Tim. 1:11.)

The author of the book of Hebrews (which was not 
Paul; compare Heb. 2:3 with Gal.1:12) wrote to the 
Hebrews:

And verily they that are of the sons of Levi, who receive 
the office of the priesthood, have a commandment to 
take tithes of the people according to the law, that is, of 
their brethren . . .”

(Heb. 7:5 kjv)

Now we that are the sons of God by redemption by the 
atoning blood of Jesus, who has made us to be kings 
and priest.

(Rev. 1:6 kjv)
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Do we really have a commandment to take tithes of the 
children of the promise, according to a law? And what law 
would that be? Is it the law of Christ, the law of faith, or the 
law of the Spirit, or the law of righteousness; how about the 
perfect law of liberty, or the royal law? Those who teach this 
so-called New Testament tithing system are really in trouble 
with the Head of the Church and are too blind and proud 
to see it. All opposition against this truth is futile and they 
know it. That is why there is a code of silence concerning 
this false doctrine when they are asked, “Did the apostle 
Paul teach tithing to the church?”

I will conclude with these testimonies that I mentioned 
earlier:

The Lord opened the door for me to be the guest on 
a local, weekly talk show named “Keeping it Real” where 
for four weeks the topic was focused on my book Did the 
Apostle Paul Teach Tithing to the Church? The host of the 
program asked if there were any pastors, or teachers of the 
gospel that would like to come on the show and refute my 
teaching on this taboo doctrine. Listen saints, not one who 
deceives and misleads the flock would show up, not one!

Here in Gastonia, NC my family and I attended one of 
the largest Baptist churches in the city. The pastor never ever 
asked for tithes and offerings during the collection of the 
funds, only when someone wanted to become a member. Of 
course, I gave him and his co-pastor a copy of my book and 
they agreed to get back to me on the subject. They never 
mentioned it after seeing me again and again.

Included in this scenario is a guest speaker, Alex McFar-
land, the author of a book on apologetics, and a very good 
speaker on the subject (so I thought). I asked him, “Do you 
believe in tithing?”He replied that he did. Heals refused to get 
back to me after I gave him a copy of my book. Oh my . . .
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This is the last of many that I could share with you 
my friends. Dr. Russell Kelly, author of the book, Should 
the Church Teach Tithing, came up from Georgia to North 
Carolina, to join me in a Bible conference to which I was 
invited. Now, again, Dr. Kelly and I never knew one anoth-
er prior to the publication of our books, his in 2000 and 
mine in 2001, but the Lord brought us together through 
a mutual brother through the Internet. When it was time 
for me to speak, Dr. Kelly spoke prior to my teaching that 
afternoon. Saints, many minds and eyes were enlightened. 
One pastor did not like the fact that I mentioned the ten 
pastors whom I had contacted, but never even attempted 
to refute the Word, interesting huh?

In closing, saints, never stop supporting your local 
church and giving to the work of the gospel for the laborer 
is worthy of his hire (Luke 10:7), especially because of your 
love for Christ, our Lord, who paid the ultimate price to 
redeem with His precious blood.

Because of Truth,
Minister Jonathan Kithcart
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The Response From Pastors’ Wives

This is a more personal thought and reflection of the 
truth of this issue before us. It is as personal as Paul with-
standing Peter for his dissimulation (Gal. 2:11-14). After 
a few years of not hearing a response from all the pastors 
and preachers/teachers, except for Dr. Frederick K.C. Price, 
I took the initiative to contact some of the pastor’s wives by 
sending them a copy of my book to get their take on if the 
apostle Paul taught tithing to the church.

Most of them responded with gratitude and thanks for 
such a wonderful book. At that point, I became conscious 
of them patronizing me and not addressing the question. I 
responded to one well-known pastor’s wife this way:

Thank you for your note of appreciation and thought-
fulness, but like so many ministers and minister’s wives 
that I sent my book to, I’ve yet to receive an answer to 
the question that the Head of the church had me to ask: 
Did he or didn’t he (the apostle Paul) teach tithing to 
the Gentiles to whom he was sent? If he did, where is it 
in the Word, especially in the Book of Acts or any of his 
epistles? And if he didn’t teach tithing to the New Testa-
ment saints, then tell me why are so many erroneously 
teaching this to the saints today? I hope and trust that it 
will not take as long for you to respond to this dilemma 
as it did to thank me for my book. God bless.

Because of Truth,
Minister Kithcart

This was this pastor’s wife’s response.(Believe me, you 
are not ready for this, saints):

I do not care if the Apostle Paul taught tithing or not. If 
I were you, I would not be concerned about what others 
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teach concerning tithing. I would only do what I am led 
to do. I did not read your book because tithing is for me.

Wow, unbelievable! What a shame, saints. There was not 
even one scripture to support this perverted unscriptural 
doctrine of men.

Commandments and Tradition of Men

This article appeared in the Boston Globe, April 20, 2001:

CHURCH MEMBERS UPSET BY ULTIMATUM OVER 
TITHING

BOSTON—The letter had the threatening tone of a bill 
collector, but it wasn’t from a credit card or utility compa-
ny demanding past due payments. It was from a church. 
Nearly half the members of the Holy Tabernacle Church 
of God in Christ Apostolic received letters warning them 
to pay tithes to the church or else get booted, according 
to The Boston Globe.

Alfreda Moore, the church’s executive secretary, wrote to 
more than 200 congregants, telling them they were late 
in paying tithes. She warned members they had 30 days 
to make payments by check or money order. “Please be 
advised that you are in default in the payment of tithes 
to the Holy Tabernacle Church of God in Christ Inc. for 
a period in excess of 90 days. The newspaper quoted the 
letter as saying. The letter warned that if the money isn’t 
paid, “all privileges of membership in the church will be 
immediately suspended.”

“My spirit just kind of broke,” said Sandra Smith Cosby, a 
daughter of the church’s founder who received the letter 
last month. “Our job is to bring people in not kick them 
out,” she said.
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Again, what a shame that doctrines of devils have been 
running rampage in our places of worship today. It gets 
worse with these pastors and teachers who ignorantly mis-
handle the Word of God. What does the Head of the church, 
our Lord and Savior think about this? “Not everyone that 
says Lord, Lord”. . .

Non-Tithers Kicked Out

I also thought this would be an eye-opener for the body 
of Christ to see how badly this tithe reaper is acting:

Gary Newsum, one of my colleagues and friends, as well 
as Dr. Kelly’s, has studied the subject of tithing for over twen-
ty-eight years from nearly every angle that he could, in order 
to get a full and proper perspective on all facets of the tithe. 
He has studied it biblically, historically, and archaeologically, 
and also from the perspective of the Jews (both modern and 
ancient), Christians, pro-tithers, anti-tithers, Baptist, Cath-
olics, and most major denominations (including the Mor-
mons). He’s also studied many ancient documents in depth, 
like the Dead Sea Scrolls, the Apocrypha, the Mishnah and 
Talmud, Josephus, the early church fathers, and the writings 
of the Protestant reformers. This is some of his research for 
his up-and-coming book that he shared with me.

There are some who won’t even allow men and women 
to minister in their churches if they’re not faithful tithers. 
Some even have reports that tell them such things. As 
Creflo A. Dollar Jr. wrote: “There are non-tithing people 
who get up in the morning to experience a sweet hour 
of prayer and my question to you is, why? God is not in 
your hour, and it certainly isn’t sweet if He is not there. 
Non-tithing people come to church, lifting up holy hands 
during praise service because they want to get in the pres-
ence of God. Don’t you understand that He’s not there? 
In our church, we don’t have praise team members who 
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are not tithers. We have a report that tells us such things. 
We don’t want any praise team person trying to lead us 
into God’s presence, when they’ve already been kicked 
out. They’re not connected to God. I don’t want some 
God-robber trying to lead the congregation into worship.”

This is Gary Newsum’s take on Dollar’s desperate 
hermeneutics:

And so, in some places, men and women are barred from 
singing, being praise team members, or performing other 
necessary tasks within the church, simply because they’re 
not tithers. But is this really fair? Let’s think about it. In 
the Old Testament, the singers and the musicians were 
usually Levitical singers and musicians and most of the 
workers and assistants in the Temple complex were Lev-
ites, not priest. Even the lowly doormen were Levites (1 
Chron.6:16-48;9:33; 15:16-24; 23:3-5; 1 Chron. 25; 26:12-
19; 2 Chron. 5:11-14; 8:14, etc.). So if we spiritualized the 
Old Testament passages more accurately, wouldn’t our 
praise team members, musicians, ushers, deacons, Sunday 
School teachers, nursery workers, and other church assis-
tants actually be the rightful recipients of our tithe? After 
all, aren’t these people, even more so than our pastors, the 
ones who most closely resemble the office and ministry 
of the Levites? So, rather than dishonoring our deacons, 
singers, and praise team members for not tithing, shouldn’t 
ministers instead—if they really wanted go spiritualize the 
Old Testament more accurately—have given these people 
the tithe rather than requiring tithes from them?

On April 27, 2000, I, Jonathan Kithcart, received a 
letter from the staff of Pastors Creflo and Taffi Dollar, in-
structing me how to pay my tithes according to Malachi 
3:10. I e-mailed them back with, of course, the question of 
the hour: Did the apostle Paul teach tithing to the church? 
And, of course, they invoked the fifth via a code of silence.



xxiii

Strange Doctrines

The Word of God instructs us regarding gifts to the 
church:

And He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for 
the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ.

(Eph. 4:11-12 kjv)

That being said, God instructs us to:

Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth.

(2 Tim. 2:15 kjv)

And that:

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may 
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.

(2 Tim. 3:16-17)

The Word of the Lord tell us all:

That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and 
fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by 
the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they 
lie in wait to deceive.

(Eph.4:14 kjv)

I refer to the tithe teachers as M & M—Master Manip-
ulators as they lie in wait to deceive.
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The writer of the book of Hebrews, instructs the Jewish 
saints like this:

Be not carried about with divers [various] and strange 
doctrines.

(Heb. 13:9)

Let’s look at this New Testament tithing system, saints, 
and then I believe the eyes of your understanding will be 
enlightened.

One very important point is to know that this tithing 
doctrine is like a rope of deception. It is intertwined with the 
law of Moses, grace giving, and pagan customs (Abraham’s 
tithe) plus the commandments of men. It is extremely cult-
like with the religious line of, “God said,” which is true only 
when this lines up the Word of God, line upon line, precept 
upon precept.

Whom shall He teach knowledge? and whom shall he 
make to understand doctrine?

(Isa.28:9-10 kjv)

Listen saints,

And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the 
land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the Lord’s: it is holy 
unto the Lord.

(Lev. 27:30)

The tithe was the Lord’s. It was the tithe of the Promised 
Land, not any other place on earth. Let’s look and under-
stand what He did with it.

The Lord spoke to Aaron:
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And, behold, I have given the children of Levi all the 
tenth in Israel . . .

(Num. 18:21 kjv)

And the Lord spoke unto Moses, saying, Thus speak unto 
the Levites, and say unto them, When you take of the 
children of Israel the tithes which I have given you from 
them for your inheritance, then ye shall offer up a heave 
offering of it for the Lord, even a tenth part of the tithe.

(Num. 18:25-26 kjv)

This was not spoken to the children of the promise, or 
the children of the resurrection, or the children of the light. 
How much was required from them for the Lord? A tenth 
of all the tithe; that’s all that our Lord wanted or required. 
But in our churches today the tithe of the tithe is not even 
mentioned! Strange doctrine, indeed. And what about the 
“the year of tithing?”

When you have finished laying aside all the tithe of you 
increase in the third year—the year of tithing—and have 
given it to the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and 
the widow, so that they may eat within your gates and 
be filled, then you shall say before the Lord your God: I 
have removed the holy tithe from my house, and also have 
given them to the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and 
the widow, according to all Your commandments which 
You have commanded me . . .

(Deut. 26:12-13 nkjv)

And what about the tithe for the poor, the fatherless, the 
widow and the stranger (Gentiles)? In our churches today 
the tithe is not for them, it’s from them! Strange doctrine, 
my friends. Remember what our Lord said concerning the 
law and the tithe:
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These are the commandments, which the Lord com-
manded Moses for the children of Israel in Mount Sinai.

(Lev. 27:34 kjv)

The tithe preachers and teachers are so eager to take 
you to Malachi 3:10. This has absolutely nothing to do 
with the Church of Jesus Christ. If it did why would our 
Lord tell us:

Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I 
commanded unto Him in Horeb for all Israel, with the 
statutes and judgments.

(Mal. 4:4 kjv)

Strange doctrine indeed. Show me the money. The 
Lord only required money in exchange for the tithe in 
Deut.14:22-26. But look at verse 26 about the tithe money, 
saints. It says, “And you shall spend that money for whatever 
your heart desires” (nkjv). You will never hear that from the 
pulpit, huh? This was one of the three tithes of Israel, not 
the main tithe for the Levites in which the Lord required 
a tithe of the tithe for the priest and the house of the Lord 
(Num.18:26; Neh.10:38).

Some tithe reapers teach that we should tithe every 
week from our paychecks, bonus checks, welfare checks, 
retirement checks, refunds from income checks, vacation 
checks, and don’t forget the social security checks. Dr. Kelly 
revealed to me that some go into retirement homes to get 
tithes from the elderly.

Oh my, this is strange doctrine, my friends, that is not 
from the Lord for the saints. Grace giving is more superior 
according to 1 Corinthians 9:6-9. Compare this with Deu-
teronomy 16:17. The apostle Paul said:
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For if there is first a willing mind, it is accepted accord-
ing to what one has, and not according to what he does 
not have.

(2 Cor. 8:12 nkjv)

Pastor and author, John MacArthur, says on this verse 
that, “Paul spoke of a readiness and eagerness to give. God 
is most concerned with the heart attitude of the giver, not 
the amount that he gives (cf. 9:7; Mark 12:41-44); according 
to what one has. Whatever one has is the resource out of 
what he should give. That is why there is no set amounts 
or percentages for giving anywhere in the New Testament.”

Here is something to ponder on: if the apostle Paul taught 
tithing to the church, it would have really been something 
far stranger for him to make a new law of tithing from the 
Jews to the stranger (Gentiles), to the Jewish Christians in 
Jerusalem from the gentiles at Corinth (1 Cor.16:1-4). That 
is exactly why, when I ask these hypocrites if the apostle 
Paul taught tithing to the church, they give a strange look, 
or don’t respond at all, though some have poorly attempted 
to justify their stand for this perversion of the Scriptures. 
It’s apathy to the highest degree.

Where is the law of liberty—the glorious liberty of the chil-
dren of God in this New Testament tithing system (Rom.8:21)? 
It’s all about the law of grace and not the law of this so-called 
New Testament tithing system! The apostle Peter said:

While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the 
servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, 
of the same is he brought in bondage.

(2 Pet. 2:19 kjv)

Paul said “Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty” (2 Cor.3:17 kjv). No 
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specific percentage for giving to the Lord’s work is specified 
in the New Testament. Furthermore, the Word of God tells 
us to:

Stand fast therefore in the liberty where with Christ hath 
made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke 
of bondage.

(Gal. 5:1 kjv)

I don’t think that these tithing teachers fear the Lord. 
They need to look back at the consequences of those who 
disobeyed the Lord. When He told the Jews to proclaim lib-
erty to those at Jerusalem, they proclaimed liberty, but turned 
back from it and had to pay a terrible price (see Jer.34:8-22).

You see, my brothers and sisters, the effect that it had 
on the name of the Lord because of not letting the people 
enjoy their freedom and liberty. The Lord said they polluted, 
or profaned His name (Jer. 34:16). What do you think that 
those who teach this so-called New Testament tithing system 
are doing? They pull scriptures from the book of Malachi to 
convict the hearts and minds of those whom Christ has set 
free. What kind of God have they created? The Lord’s law, 
which was given to Moses, clearly revealed that everyone 
under that law was not required to pay tithes. In fact, the 
tithe taxation as well as the festive tithe for the poor and 
widowed, fatherless and stranger was for them, as well as 
the year of tithing (see Deut. 26:12).Did the Lord accuse 
them of robbing Him? Or did the Lord threaten to curse 
them if they didn’t observe the law of tithing?

Why would the God of heaven curse us after His Son 
became a curse for us? We are His children by the law that 
He freed us from, unless we are cursed by the law of Christ, 
or the law of the Spirit. How absurd, and again what a 
strange doctrine!
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Paul said, “But thou hast fully known my doctrine” (2 
Tim. 3:10 kjv). Let’s take a mental, scriptural and logical 
sidebar, if you will, and consider this: After listening to Paul 
speak, “Festus said with a loud voice, Paul, thou art beside 
thyself; much learning doth make thee mad” (Acts 26:24 
kjv) Good company indeed! (See John 10:20.) This was all 
because of the doctrine from above.

What do you think the Jews would have said, or done 
if the apostle Paul started teaching the Gentiles this New 
Testament tithing system as part of his doctrine? First of all, 
it is law that the tithe had to come from the land given to 
the Jews by the Lord (Lev.27:30-34). How strange it would 
have been for the Gentiles to attempt to observe this with 
no temple, not taking the tithe off the land, but money 
each Sunday as they worshiped in their homes (Rom. 16:5; 
1 Cor.16:19;Col. 4:15 and Philem.2. For you see, saints, 
there was no structural meeting place at the time, as the 
Romans were not having that. In fact, there were no church 
buildings until after AD 300 under Constantine.

Gross or Net

One of the crafty teachings of this strange doctrine is 
that we should tithe from our gross pay, and that the Lord 
should get His from, or off the top; some ignorantly use the 
first fruit thought to arrest our hearts and minds. In fact, 
it was the tenth animal that went under the rod, not the 
first. Besides, saints, first fruits have absolutely nothing to 
do with the tithe. I’ve learned in this ministry that most of 
the saints and churchgoers consider whatever amount they 
give, as their tithe. Please don’t ask them, “How do you 
know that it’s a tenth?”

Or is it a tenth from their gross or net? What kind of 
calculations do they use? When someone says, “Well, I just 
can’t afford to tithe,” then the manipulators will say, “You 
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can’t afford not to tithe.” Where is the compassion in that, 
my friends, when the economy is not doing well, jobs are 
few, pay is lowered, or the times are just hard?

Consider this, my brothers and sisters, when our Lord 
called for a famine in the land because of disobedience, how 
could the people tithe then (Jer.24:10, 52:6; Luke 4:25)? 
There was great famine, as well as many other times in 
scripture.

The tithe is so important to these blind deceivers that 
some put it above the atoning blood of Christ. They say, 
“If you don’t tithe, you can’t get into heaven.”The Lord is 
my witness, this is really said. They don’t pay attention to 
what our Lord warned us:

But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those 
of his own house, he has denied the faith, and is worse 
than an infidel.

(1 Tim. 5:8 kjv)

Wow! That’s a slap in the face to the manipulators!
There was an article in the newspaper some years ago 

that I think that you will find quite interesting. In the faith 
section of the Gaston Gazette here in Gastonia NC, anyone 
can write in to Billy Graham and share his or her thoughts 
and concerns. Of course, this article caught my attention:

Don’t feel guilty for making a cutback in tithing.
Dear Mr. Graham: My wife and I have always tried to be 
generous in giving money to our church and other groups 
but I just lost my job and I don’t see how I can keep it 
up. Would it be wrong to cut down on our giving? M.K.

DEAR M.K.: God understands your situation, and if it’s 
necessary for you to cut back on your giving for a time, 
then you shouldn’t feel guilty.



xxxi

The article goes on to comfort M.K. and quoted 2 Cor-
inthians 8:2-3 to him.

Now, let me point out here, my friends, this response 
was from The Billy Graham Evangelistic Association and 
not from Dr. Graham personally. Dr. Graham believes in 
the so-called New Testament tithing system as well. (What 
a shame.)

The apostle Paul said five times that he would not have 
us to be ignorant or unaware. Remember the question that 
the Spirit of Truth had me ask the church leaders: Did the 
apostle Paul teach tithing to the church? If the Head of the 
church did not command it, who did? The answer? These 
are the commandments of men that our Lord spoke of in the 
gospels (Matt. 15:9 and Mark7:7) and the epistles (Col.2:22 
and Titus 1:14). Paul said:

If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, 
let him acknowledge that the things that I write to you 
are the commandments of the Lord. But if any man be 
ignorant, let him be ignorant.

(1 Cor.14:37-38 kjv)

This reminds me of when Jesus’ disciples came and said 
to Him, “Do You know that the Pharisees were offended 
when they heard this saying?” But He answered and said, 
“Every plant which My heavenly Father has not planted 
will be uprooted. Let them alone. They are blind leaders 
of the blind. And if the blind leads the blind, both will 
fall into a ditch.”

(Matt.15:12-14 nkjv)

The Wisdom and Understanding of a Fourth Type of Tithe

This tithe is a very interesting—a tenth. God mentioned 
this to the Israelites through the prophet Samuel, when they 
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rejected Him from being their King (1 Sam.12:12). For the 
Lord did reign over them (1 Sam 8:7). From where did their 
soon-to-be-king Saul, a shy person (1 Sam. 10:22), learn to 
require a tenth of his people? (1 Sam. 8:15,17).It is plain 
to see from the three tithes of the law, that the Lord never 
required such! So, tell me saints, where did Saul get this 
example of a tithe to put his people under. The answer is—
are you ready for this—the surrounding pagan kingdoms!

This is the very tenth that Jacob spoke of in Genesis  
28:22. Now you may be wondering: “How did you come to 
that conclusion, Minister Kithcart?” I will tell you, saints 
of the living God, remember Jacob’s vow? At that time, not 
even the name of the nation of Israel existed (Gen. 35:10), 
let alone the law of tithing for that nation. Look at Genesis 
31:13. God did mention Jacob’s vow, but not the tenth, 
simply because there was no law or requirement for a tithe 
until after the children of Israel, the whole nation, which was 
a “kingdom of priests” (Ex.19:5-6) worshiped the golden 
calf (Ex. 32:1-35).

For you see, there was no need for a tithe. The tenth 
that Jacob spoke of was not of the Lord. The word tenth is 
mentioned seventy-four times in the Old Testament. Out 
of these seventy-four times, three of them are from the He-
brew word asar. Jacob used it first, then the Lord spoke of 
it twice (1 Sam.8:15,17).

I researched the word tenth in the Theological Wordbook 
of the Old Testament by R. Laird Harris, Gleason L. Archer, 
Jr. and Bruce K. Waltke, and this is what it said regarding 
the word “tenth”:

. . . 1 Sam 8:15,17 in Samuels warning of the taxation 
policies likely to be instituted with the coming king-
ship, the word is used, perhaps with some irony, of the 
oppressive taxation of a king (a common practice in the 
ancient near east).
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I told you it would be interesting, for the truth always 
is, especially when strange doctrine is being exposed.

Abraham’s Tithe

This is another stumbling block that the tithing ad-
vocates use to promote their stand for tithing in the local 
church. I must admit it was for me for a while before I did 
some research. I couldn’t figure out why Abraham never 
observed a tithe before or after this one occasion in Genesis 
14. My colleague Dr. Russ Kelly, Ph.D. explains it like this:

Be honest with yourself and God’s Word here! Common 
sense tells us that the ten percent of verse 20 cannot be 
defined as Abraham’s voluntary worship of the Most High 
God if the ninety percent of verse 21 is controlled by a 
demanding Arab law! The most likely and obvious reason 
that Abraham tithed to Melchizedek was the mandatory 
Arab war custom which required a tenth of the spoils of 
war be given to the local ruler. Abraham did not choose to 
freely tithe in order to proclaim that Melchizedek was a 
priest of his God—otherwise, the reasoning for verse 21 
is contradictory. This fact simply cannot be ignored. This 
is why this tithe that Abraham observed was not from above.

Spoils of War Rules under Moses and David: Compar-
ing Spoil-Tithes to Spoil-Tithe: Numbers 31

Verse 21 and Eleazar then said to the men of war 
which went to the battle, this is the ordnance of the law 
which the Lord commanded Moses. [Verses 22-25 discuss 
purification rites of spoils and persons after babble from 
chapter 19].

Simply put the spoils of war commanded under the 
law were vastly different from Abraham’s. For the priest 
received 1/500th not a tenth and the Levites received more 
1/50th (v.27-29).
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Summary: Abraham’s Tithe is Not an Example for 
Christians to Follow

Some believe that this text demonstrates that tithing 
is commanded to the New Testament Church because it 
existed before the law, just as marriage was before the law. 
But this comparison is not valid. Marriage preceded the 
law, was included in it, and was also repeated after the law. 
However, tithing, Sabbath observance and unclean foods 
also preceded the law, were included in it, but were not 
repeated after Calvary as commandments to the Church.

Abraham’s Spoils of War Were:

ONE: Not commanded of the Lord, but an observance 
of a common pagan custom.

TWO: Not his own personal property, but only the spoils 
of war from unbelievers.

THREE: Not a Mosaic holy land tithe; he returned 100 
percent to Canaanites.

FOUR: Not a means of wealth through Arab law 
keeping.

FIVE: Not quoted to support tithing for Hebrews or 
Christians.

SIX: Not a condition of receiving from God’s blessings 
promised through faith in surrounding chapters.

Final Thoughts on the Tithe of Abram

I, Jonathan Kithcart, am a child of Abraham, as well as 
are all faith-believing saints, because of the redemption we 
have in Christ Jesus, our Lord.

Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same 
are the children of Abraham.

(Gal.3:7-9 kjv)
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But, I am not a child of Abram, the uncircumcised Hebrew 
(Gen. 14:13) for our Lord had not made the covenant with 
Abram until after he gave a pagan tithe to Melchizedek, 
king of Salem (Gen. 15:18; 17:4-5).

Again I say, never stop supporting the gospel of Christ, 
but you don’t have to give what you don’t have. But if you 
don’t have much, give what you can. By faith, how great is 
your love and faith for Him who was rich, yet for our sakes 
became poor, that we through His poverty might be made 
rich. Don’t believe the manipulators who say that you are 
robbing God for He never accused the poor, the strangers, 
the widows or the fatherless of such. Would He have accused 
Abram of robbing Him by not giving a tithe to Melchizedek, 
or threaten to curse Abram for not tithing the pagan custom 
of spoils of war, which He had even established until the law 
of Moses? Think about it and may His grace be with you.
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