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Introduction

In this writing, we will look at the life of Jesus Christ as the Suffering 
Servant revealed in the Gospel of Matthew. If you are looking for a 

deep theological exposition of the Gospel of Matthew, this book is not 
for you. On the other hand, this writing is designed to present a prac-
tical and simple overview of the information shared in the Gospel of 
Matthew. As we begin this study of the Gospel of Matthew, there are a 
few significant points to make about this writing that will help you to 
better understand the flow of the material.

The early church historians considered Matthew, the apostle and 
former tax collector, to be the writer. The title was not added until the 
second century AD. I realize that the writing of this book is attributed 
to Matthew, but the truth is that the writer is unknown. There is 
not biblical proof that he is the writer, because it is not stated in the 
Scriptures. However, early writers have always credited Matthew for 
this writing. It really doesn’t matter whether Matthew wrote it or not if 
you believe, as I do, that this is the inspired Word of God. We may not 
be sure about the writer, but we know God is the author.

The date of the writing is uncertain (AD 5070). It was written 
some years after Jesus’ ascension (AD 50), but before AD 70 (the fall 
of Jerusalem). It is the opening book of the New Testament and the 
longest of the four Gospels but not the oldest book. The Gospel of 
Mark is considered to be the oldest of the four Gospels.

The Gospel of Matthew is one of the three Gospels known as the 
Synoptic Gospels. Matthew, Mark, and Luke comprise the Synoptic 
Gospels due to the similarities as well as differences you find in all three 
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writings. An example of the similarities/differences is the story of the 
demon-possessed man living among the tombs. In Mark 5, we are told 
about one man possessed (Mark 5:1-20) and in Matthew, we have two 
men (Matthew 8:28-34). Which writer is right? I believe both are. It is 
like viewing a car accident. On one side of the street, I saw the accident 
one way. On the other side, you may have seen it another way. It is the 
same accident seen from two different angles.

Matthew was written to Jews and Jewish Christians to show Jesus 
as the promised Messiah of the Old Testament. It was written to a 
Jewish audience to authenticate the messiahship of Jesus Christ. As we 
go through the material, we will see that Matthew attempts to prove 
that all of the prophecies concerning the Messiah were fulfilled by Jesus 
Christ. Throughout the study, we will read the words like: “All this was 
done, that it be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets saying. . . .” 
This is repeated approximately sixteen times. There are also over ninety-
three Old Testament quotations in the Gospel of Matthew.

Matthew’s main message is about the “kingdom of heaven” or 
“kingdom of God.” The reference to the kingdom is mentioned fifty-
one times in the Gospel of Matthew, twice as often as in any other 
Gospel. Matthew writes to show that Jesus is the King to whom God 
has given power and authority to redeem and judge mankind.

Matthew has a special interest in the church, which by the time 
the Gospel was written, had become the dominant factor in the 
lives of Christians. Matthew is the only Gospel to mention the word 
church (Matthew 16:18; 18:17). All of the information shared in the 
introduction to the book of Matthew is good to know but it is not 
necessary for us to spend additional time developing it. As we shall see 
in this study, the writer reveals Jesus Christ as the Suffering Servant 
sent to redeem humanity from their sins. 

As you read through this material, you will notice that I use the 
alliterative approach to present each lesson. I hope you are blessed by 
the material presented in this book. Now let’s look at the life of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ as presented in the Gospel of Matthew. 
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I realize that twenty-five verses are quite a bit to cover in one chapter 
of this book. However, this will probably be one of the shortest chap-

ters in the entire book. Most commentaries written about the Gospel 
of Matthew normally place little emphasis on the first seventeen verses 
of the first chapter, but I will attempt to address a few pertinent points 
that I believe to be important as we study the Gospel of Matthew.

In the book of Galatians, Paul said, “But when the fullness of the 
time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under 
the law” (Galatians 4:4). In this chapter, we have a brief description of 
“the fullness of the time” as referenced by Paul. Let’s look at some of 
the people, places, and periods that led up to the arrival of the Messiah. 

The Genealogy Considered 
Matthew is the only one of the Gospels that includes a detailed 

genealogy. In Matthew 1:17, the writer summarized the genealogy by 
saying, “So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen 
generations: and from David until the carrying away into Babylon 
are fourteen generations; and from the carrying away into Babylon 
unto Christ are fourteen generations” (Matthew 1:17). It would make 
sense to start the study here, but there are some interesting points we 
would miss by skipping over Matthew 1:1-16. Let’s take a look at the 
information recorded in the first sixteen verses of Matthew 1.

The first sixteen verses of the book of Matthew deal specifically 
with the Savior’s roots. The writer said, “The book of the generation 
of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham” (Matthew 1:1). 
The writer desired to show us that Jesus Christ is the legal heir of the 
throne of David. Matthew linked Jesus Christ to David and Abraham 
to authenticate the messiahship of Jesus Christ. With the messianic 
expectation, the Jews longed and looked for the promised deliverer of 
Israel. 

Matthew desired for us to see that the lineage of Jesus shows His 
direct link to the covenant established with Abraham centuries before 
His arrival. The roots reveal the human connection but we know Jesus 
Christ existed long before Abraham came on the scene. As a matter of 
fact, Jesus said, “Before Abraham was, I am” (John 8:58). The people 
expected the Messiah’s roots to be connected to the patriarchs of the 
Old Testament. Therefore, Matthew wanted to place emphasis on the 
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roots of Jesus reaching back to Abraham and David. As we shall see in 
this study, Jesus will often be referred to as the “son of David” (Matthew 
12:23; 15:22; 20:30-31; 21:9, 15).

The writer said, “Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob; and 
Jacob begat Judas and his brethren” (Matthew 1:2). Jacob had twelve 
sons, and Judah was the ancestor of Christ. Jesus Christ was the Lion 
of the tribe of Judah. He came through the people of the Abrahamic 
covenant. It is also interesting that Matthew mentioned his brothers at 
the end of Matthew 1:2. Why would Matthew do this? I believe it was 
done because of the scattered recipients of the promise. When the 
Gospel of Matthew was written, Rome dominated the world and the 
Jews (descendants of Jacob) were scattered all over the world. 

It did not matter where they were residing, they were all in line to 
receive the promise made to Abraham’s seed. It didn’t even matter if the 
people of the covenant were dead or alive; redemption had come for 
them. Isn’t that good news? It gets even better. The redemption would 
not only be made available to the people of the covenant; He would 
also become the Messiah of the Gentiles who would believe in Him.

Let’s deal with the sisters’ record found in Matthew 1:3-6. It is very 
uncommon to find the names of women listed in biblical genealogies. 
However, Matthew included the names of four interesting women. The 
four women are Tamar (Thamar in verse 3), Rahab (verse 5), Ruth 
(verse 5b), and Bathsheba (verse 6 “wife of Urias”). This part of the 
genealogy of Jesus Christ shows the mercy of God. How does it show 
the mercy of God? All of the sisters mentioned had sinful histories, but 
the mercy of God was made available to them. 

Tamar was a seducer who disguised herself as a harlot and offered 
herself to Judah (Genesis 38). Twin sons, Perez and Zerah, were born. 
Rahab was a Gentile prostitute who was saved from the judgment 
because she exercised faith in God and helped the Israelite spies to 
escape Jericho (Joshua 2). Ruth was a citizen of Moab—a nation hated 
by the Jews (Ruth 1). She was willing to leave her people and become 
associated with God and His people. Bathsheba is probably the one 
who does not appear to fall in the mercy category to some people. 
However, Bathsheba deliberately sinned with David but later received 
forgiveness (2 Samuel 11-12).
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Look at the succeeding royalty linked to the lineage of Christ in 
Matthew 1:6-11. The list following David includes good and wicked 
kings. In Matthew 1:6-8, the good kings are listed: David, Solomon, 
Asa, and Jehoshaphat. The next three kings listed in Matthew 1:7 
were wicked: Roboam, Abia, and Asa. Not only are there good and 
evil kings connected to the genealogy of Christ but also we also see 
that righteousness is not necessarily inherited. Godliness is not passed 
on through the genes. All people must be regenerated to become 
acceptable to God. 

Everyone has good and bad people connected to their genealogy. It 
is great to have someone like David and Solomon as a part of the family 
history. However, we must admit that there are others like Rehoboam 
and Jehoram in this lineage. Yet God’s perfect plan for our lives cannot 
be hindered by the conduct of others connected to our past. In the 
fullness of time, Jesus was still born. 

Matthew included the period of the Babylonian captivity in the 
genealogy of Christ (Matthew 1:11, 17). Why? He wanted to show 
how persecution did not eradicate the existence of God’s people. The 
surviving remnant remained after persecution occurred. God would 
not allow His people to be totally wiped out from the face of the earth. 
They survived as a result of God’s grace and mercy.

The Jews have faced repeated attacks over the years. God did not 
allow any of the attacks to totally eradicate their existence. Time and 
time again, the enemy tried to prevail and failed. From Babylonian 
captivity to the Holocaust, the remnant survived. 

It is important to see the shifted rhetoric used by Matthew in 
Matthew 1:16. Throughout this passage, Matthew told us that a person 
“begat” another. In Matthew 1:16, he did not use the word begat in 
dealing with the birth after Joseph. He said, “And Jacob begat Joseph the 
husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ” (Matthew 
1:16 emphasis added). Why does the wording change at this point in the 
narrative? Why does the verse not say, “And Joseph begat Jesus”? 

It is simple. Joseph is not the father of Jesus. Jesus was born of 
the Holy Spirit. He was God-man, fully God and fully man. Jesus 
had the capacity, like Adam, not to sin. All the rest of humanity had a 
human father and mother contaminated with a sinful nature. Jesus had 
to come into existence another way.
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Now let’s look at the summarized results of the genealogy in 
Matthew 1:17. The writer simply summed up the information shared 
in Matthew 1:1-16 by telling us that Jesus came down through forty-
two generations. Matthew divided the forty-two generations into three 
equal divisions. The first fourteen generations dealt with the birth 
of Israel (starting with the covenant given to Abraham) through the 
dominion of David. The next fourteen generations occurred after Israel 
lost dominion and became enslaved as a result of God’s judgment and 
punishment upon sin. The last fourteen generations symbolize the 
period from captivity to the birth of the Messiah.

Why did Matthew start with Abraham and not Adam? It is due 
to the established covenant made with Abraham. Jesus Christ is the 
ultimate fulfillment of the covenant. The redemption reaches back to 
Adam but the covenantal agreement was made with Abraham and the 
seed to follow. Yes, Abel, Enoch, Noah, and others will be redeemed 
and spend eternity in glory because the blood of Christ reaches back to 
their generations as well.

The Grief Caused 
The word gospel means “good news.” However, the news of Mary’s 

pregnancy wasn’t good news for Joseph. The news initially grieved him. 
As we shall see, Mary was selected to carry the Messiah, but Matthew 
placed more emphasis on the involvement of Joseph in this portion of 
the narrative. 

Matthew said, “Now the birth of Christ was on this wise” (Matthew 
1:18). He was about to reveal some pertinent information about 
the promised Christ. The word Christ (christos in the Greek) in the 
Hebrew is Messiah. Christ and Messiah mean “the Anointed One.” In a 
real sense, Matthew was saying, “This is how the story goes as it relates 
to the birth of Jesus Christ.” Matthew and Luke give us the most vivid 
accounts of His birth.

The information about the birth is important for all believers. It 
is virtually impossible to accept the death, burial, resurrection, and 
ascension of Jesus Christ without accepting His miraculous birth. You 
must believe the whole story in order to become a member of God’s 
redeemed family. You cannot accept a portion of the biographical sketch 
outlined in the Word of God and be saved. There are different religious 
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groups that believe Jesus was a real person but they don’t accept the 
record of His birth or the record of His resurrection. 

Mary was the person chosen to serve as the earthly mother of Jesus. 
Matthew does not spend a lot time focusing on Mary in this narrative. Luke 
gave more details about Mary’s divine encounter (Luke 1:26-38). Gabriel 
showed up and told Mary that she had found favor with God and would 
conceive and bring forth a son and call Him Jesus. Mary wanted to know 
how this would happen since she hadn’t been with a man. Gabriel had to 
inform her that the Holy Ghost would come upon her for this to happen.

Mary was a teenager trying to figure out the meaning of the 
revelation. As a teenager, she was trying to deal with understanding life 
in general. The message from Gabriel changed her focus. The thought 
of the Holy Spirit causing this to happen was beyond her ability to 
fully understand and process. As a matter of fact, she was probably 
viewing this as a strange dream that wouldn’t come true, until things 
started happening to her body.

We are told that Mary was espoused to Joseph (Matthew 1:18). We 
often view the word espoused as we look at the modern term of being 
engaged to be married. The terms are not similar at all. When we are 
told that Mary and Joseph are espoused, it means that the partners 
committed beyond what we consider being engaged. In a real sense, 
they are married. 

What does this mean? They were legally married as far as Jewish 
custom defined marriage. There were four steps involved in a Jewish 
marriage: (1) At an early age, the parents determined who a child 
was to marry. This was the engagement; (2) The betrothal was the 
determined time the couple agreed or disagreed with the engagement; 
(3) If they followed through with the betrothal and agreed to it, it 
was immediately binding and a legal divorce was required to dissolve 
it. They were pledged to each other. This betrothal or espousal period 
lasted for one year without sexual relations; and (4) The consummation 
of the marriage took place at the end of the year period, which could 
be considered the official wedding day and the beginning of the 
honeymoon. 

Matthew said, “Before they came together, she was found with child 
of the Holy Ghost” (Matthew 1:18c). The providential conception 
(immaculate conception) takes place while she is espoused to Joseph. 
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This is the third step mentioned earlier. At some point within the one-
year espousal period, Mary was found with child. The word found 
implies that it became known to Mary and others. The word is now 
out that Mary is pregnant at a time when she is not supposed to be 
pregnant because the consummation of the marriage was not to take 
place between Mary and Joseph until later.

What Mary thought was a dream had just moved from dreamland 
to the land of reality and authenticity. The regular cycles stopped. 
The morning sickness came. The belly started showing signs of a baby 
in the womb. Gabriel said it would happen, and now there was the 
undeniable proof of it. 

Let’s look at the predicament created by this pregnancy. She was 
found pregnant “before they came together” (Matthew 1:18, emphasis 
added). Joseph struggled with this discovery. Like any man, his 
imagination ran wild and he felt deceived and betrayed. Like any man, 
Joseph thought Mary had committed whoredom against him, and 
jealousy and rage took over. There is one thing that Joseph was certain 
of. He knew for a fact that he was not the father of the child. At this 
point, it is all about human reasoning. If he was not the father, this 
meant Mary had been unfaithful.

In a moment, we will see that Joseph was a godly man, but don’t 
confuse the issue. He was a man with the same passions as every man. 
He was probably outraged by this discovery. We don’t know exactly 
when and how he found out about it. Did Mary share what the angel 
had revealed to her? Did he look at her one day and notice the changes 
occurring physically to Mary? Did he hear someone else talking about 
it? The narrative does not tell us. However, we know it was something 
that bothered him greatly as we shall see in just a moment.

Let’s deal with the possible condemnation for a moment. It was 
still possible for a woman to be stoned to death during this period 
in history and is still possible today among Muslims (Deuteronomy 
22:23-24). The writer said, “If a damsel that is a virgin be betrothed 
unto a husband, and a man find her in the city, and lie with her; then 
ye shall bring them both out unto the gate of that city, and ye shall 
stone them with stones that they die.” 

If Joseph had been like the average man, she probably would 
have been stoned. The gate of the city in ancient days represented the 
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gathering place for the citizens to witness the condemnation of sinners 
according to the Law. Joseph probably considered what the Law said 
during this period. When a person has been emotionally wounded, he 
starts thinking about the options he has available to address the pain. 
The stoning process was one of the options, but not the only option.

The writer said, “Then Joseph her husband, being a just man and 
not willing to make her a public example, was minded to put her away 
privily” (Matthew 1:19). The public condemnation was an option but 
Joseph was considering becoming the private complainant. In other 
words, he was thinking about filing for a divorce in private. He wanted 
to divorce her privately and secretly instead of making her a public 
spectacle. 

At first, I thought this was being done for Joseph to avoid 
embarrassment, but look at the passage again. He was considering this 
for Mary’s sake and not his own sake. He didn’t want to make her a 
public example. Why? He was a just or righteous man and he loved 
her. At this point, he was only considering this as an option. This does 
not mean he believed her story. It merely means that he was spiritual 
enough not to retaliate the way one would normally address an offense 
of this nature.

It is worth noting that the presented choices both meant an end to 
the marriage between them. Whether handled in private or in public, 
the relationship would end. Joseph was not contemplating whether to 
remain married or not. Initially, he simply wanted to choose between 
divorcing her privately or publicly. He had made up his mind to divorce 
her. For Joseph, it was not a matter of staying in the relationship or not. 
For him, it was over. He simply decided that he would not bring any 
additional pain in Mary’s life by publicly revealing her unfaithfulness. 

By the way, the narrative makes it clear to us that Joseph didn’t believe 
Mary’s explanation of the matter. He probably would have considered it 
an honor to help raise the child that God was responsible for conceiving. 
Since he didn’t believe the report, he made up his mind to end the 
relationship. Who could blame him? Think about it for a moment. This 
was the only time God has impregnated a woman in human history. It 
has only happened once. When Mary told him about the conversation 
with Gabriel, Joseph probably said, “Is that the best story you can come 
up with? You must think I am stupid or something.”
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Look at the pending contemplation in Matthew 1:20. The writer 
said, “But while he thought on these things. . . .” He continued to 
contemplate what to do. In other words, Joseph was not sure what to 
do about this dichotomous situation. A dichotomy is a two-horned 
dilemma with no satisfactory solution. He was really confused about 
the predicament. It appears as though he thought about it so much 
that he went to sleep still thinking about it.

It was one of those things that he just couldn’t get off of his mind. 
I believe a lot of it was due to the pain it caused in his life. I also 
believe that God caused it to reverberate in the recesses of his mind. 
God would not let him simply go through with his plans of divorcing 
her without seriously contemplating the decision. 

The Genetic Code 
Matthew said, “But while he thought on these things, behold the 

angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream” (Matthew 1:20). The 
special revelation comes at this time. Since it was a spiritual matter, 
it required divine intervention. Throughout biblical history, God has 
spoken to His people through dreams (Abraham, Jacob, Joseph, Daniel, 
Paul, and others). He did the same thing for Joseph in this text. God 
knew the situation was something beyond human comprehension. 
Therefore, He decided to show up and speak to the matter.

I believe that Joseph spent a lot of time praying during this stormy 
season in his life. When our hearts are heavy and our minds are 
confused, we need to spend time in our prayer closets, asking God 
to speak to us. When we are righteous and just, God will become our 
peace. He gives us peace in the midst of our storms. God is the only 
One capable of providing the assurance and peace we need to deal with 
certain things we face in life. 

The Lord said, “Joseph, thou son of David” (Matthew 1:20). The 
symbolic reference to David really captivated Joseph. He is called the 
son of David. This symbolized a divine call from God. People didn’t 
refer to Joseph as the son of David. Yet God intentionally called him 
“the son of David.” This reference will actually reveal to Joseph why 
Mary was selected. Throughout this study, we will discuss the phrase 
son of David when it is used as a reference for Jesus Christ. Joseph 
descended from David.
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God was about to show Joseph how he was being used as a fulfillment 
of prophesies related to the promised Messiah. As the earthly father, he 
was selected with Mary so the messianic expectation would come to 
pass. It is true that the immaculate conception had never happened 
before, but Joseph was very familiar with the scriptures that dealt with 
the promised Messiah. God was about to show Joseph how he was 
being used to cause it to happen.

In Joseph’s dream, we see the supplied relief from the angel of 
the Lord. The angel said, “Fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: 
for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost” (Matthew 
1:20). The special revelation about Mary serving as the birth mother 
of Jesus was shared with three people by means of an angelic source: 
Mary, Joseph, and Elisabeth (Luke 1:42-45). God knows how to relieve 
us of our fears. I strongly believe that the angel endorsed what Mary 
had already revealed to Joseph. When she said it, he couldn’t believe it 
because it didn’t make any sense from a logical standpoint.

Now God gives Joseph the same information shared with Mary to 
calm his spirit. Oh, what a relief this must have been for Joseph. He 
had so many things going through his mind about Mary’s pregnancy. 
He probably asked Mary again and again to tell him the truth. Who 
is the man responsible for this? Now God supplies the relief by telling 
Joseph that Mary’s report was accurate. Now Joseph knows that Mary 
message was true. The angel makes it clear that the Holy Spirit came 
and caused her to become pregnant. She had not been with another 
man. 

The sonogram report was given to Joseph. He said, “And she shall 
bring forth a son, thou shalt call his name Jesus” (Matthew 1:21). It’s 
a boy! Once again, the objective was not only to cause Joseph to stay 
in the marriage but to reveal the choice made by God to bring the 
Savior into the world. Also, in ancient days, the birth of a boy was 
considered special because of the seed. In this case, the seed would take 
on a different meaning for generations to come.

They knew from the Old Testament prophecies that a male child 
would come into existence in the future to serve as the Redeemer. 
Isaiah said, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: the 
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called 
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Wonderful, Counselor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the 
Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). 

The angel said, “And she shall bring forth a son, thou shalt call 
his name Jesus: for he shall save his people from their sins” (Matthew 
1:21). The mission was in the name. He shall be called Jesus. The 
name means “Savior.” Jesus was the sent Redeemer. The Hebrew form 
Joshua (yasha), meaning Jehovah is salvation. Jesus is the Savior. Joseph 
is being told that the Savior of the world was in the womb of Mary. 

The idea is that of deliverance from some terrible disaster that leads 
to perishing (John 3:16 and Romans 8:3). The Redeemer came to save 
His people from their sins. He came to save us from the penalty, power, 
and eventually, the presence of sin.

We have the Scriptures recorded. Matthew said, “Now all this 
was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord 
by the prophet saying, Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall 
bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being 
interpreted is, God with us” (Matthew 1:22-23). As noted earlier, the 
writer knew he had to link the birth of Jesus to the prophesied truth. 
As a just and righteous man, Joseph would have known the prophetic 
scriptures related to the birth of the Messiah. 

The angel could have selected from several passages in the Old 
Testament. Yet he chose one of the passages that focused on a virgin 
becoming pregnant (for Joseph’s sake). The Old Testament prophecies 
of the Messiah’s birth were fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Let’s look at the 
passage that the angel referenced. Isaiah said, “Therefore the Lord 
himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear 
a son, and shall call his name Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14). As mentioned 
before, Joseph would have been knowledgeable of this passage. 
However, I believe Joseph witnessed a case of “memory block” when he 
learned that Mary was pregnant. God will come and remind us what 
the Word says.

We read about the submissive response of Joseph after rising from 
his sleep. Matthew said, he “did as the angel of the Lord had bidden 
him, and took unto him his wife: and knew her not till she had brought 
forth her firstborn son: and he called his name Jesus” (Matthew 1:25). 
He knew her not (no sexual relations) until after the baby was born. He 
called Him Jesus as instructed by the angel. 
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The message from the angel of the Lord was enough for Joseph 
to submit. He married her and waited until Jesus was born before 
consummating the marriage. When God speaks, we are to submit. 
After Joseph received a word from the Lord, he did as he was told. 
When we learn to line up with God’s Word, we can expect great things 
to happen. By the way, we are to submit to His Word even when we 
don’t fully understand it. It is like Peter when he had spent the night 
fishing and caught nothing. Jesus tells him to cast his nets in a certain 
part of the lake the next day. Peter didn’t fully understand but said, 
“Nevertheless at thy word, I will do it” (Luke 5:1-10). As a result, Peter 
caught so many fish that the net started breaking.

I believe Joseph became submissive due to the Spirit residing in 
him. We often leave the Holy Spirit out of the equation because this 
episode happens before Acts 2 when the Holy Ghost filled the people 
gathered in the upper room. The Holy Spirit was at work in the lives 
of people long before the day of Pentecost. This was a spiritual act 
by Joseph instead of a natural one. The same Spirit that caused the 
conception created comfort for Joseph during this period.

The Spirit of God will help us to do what we found difficult to do 
on our own. He empowers us to follow God’s instructions. Yes, Joseph 
initially struggled with the idea of going through with the marriage. 
After the word came to him, the Spirit of God provided the strength 
and power to do it.

Mary was pregnant and they were not married. Can you imagine 
how this led to the scarred reputation of Mary and Joseph? People 
were probably saying one of two things. There were those saying that 
Joseph was not as just as he pretended to be because he violated the 
law by sleeping with Mary before marriage. Others may have believed 
Joseph was just and considered Mary an adulteress. Joseph knew people 
would be talking and spreading rumors, but he willingly submitted to 
the Word. God desires for us to do the same. It doesn’t matter what 
people think, say, or do; we must be obedient to God’s Word.

Mary and Joseph couldn’t just tell people what the angels had told 
them. Who would believe it? Think about it. A just man like Joseph 
did not believe the report initially. In some cases, it is best to place 
the critics and persecutors in the hands of the Lord. You don’t have to 
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spend your time trying to quash the rumors. People are going to say 
and do what they want even when you share the truth. 

The surrogate’s role is really an awesome assignment here. Joseph 
was going to serve as the surrogate dad of God’s Son. This is a beautiful 
example of stewardship. A steward is responsible for taking care of 
something/someone that belongs to another. Joseph’s role would be 
to raise the Son of God from childhood to the moment His earthly 
ministry started.

I can’t help but wonder what Joseph witnessed as he saw Jesus going 
through the various stages of development. Throughout this study, I am 
going to deal with Jesus as the “perfect and ideal Man.” In other words, 
He did not sin. This was the case through every stage of life. This means 
He was the perfect child. As His earthly father, Joseph would see a fully 
compliant child in his presence. He would fully comply with the truth 
from the beginning of His earthly life until the very end. It had to be 
an incredible experience for Joseph to witness.

In conclusion, God sent forth His Son to redeem us from our sins. 
This was the scheduled resolution to deal with the sin issue. The term 
Immanuel is a descriptive term that characterizes a person. Jesus is 
Immanuel: God revealed in human flesh (John 1:1 and 2 Corinthians 
5:19). God had already decided from the beginning how to address the 
sin issue of humanity. 

The fix for the sin issue was on God’s agenda from the beginning. 
In 1 Peter 1:20 and Revelation 13:8 we learn that God had already 
planned to reconcile man back to Himself before the foundation of 
the world was established. However, Jesus Christ was not sitting in 
heaven on the right hand of God waiting to receive the command to 
go and save humanity. God didn’t lean over to His right and say, “Son, 
go down there and save the world.” God said to Himself, “It is time to 
go.” Paul said, “Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery 
to be equal with God, but made himself of no reputation, and took 
upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men” 
(Philippians 2:6-7).




